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National Conference on Leprosy - Major Recommendations 
(17 April 2015) 

A o n e - d a y Nat iona l C o n f e r e n c e on Leprosy was o rgan i zed by the 
Nat ional H u m a n Rights Commiss ion at V i g y a n B h a w a n A n n e x e , N e w 
Delhi o n 17 April 2015. The main object ives of the C o n f e r e n c e were to: 
(i) fol low u p of the suggest ions/ recommendat ions of Nat ional 
C o n f e r e n c e o n Leprosy organ ized by Nat iona l H u m a n Rights 
Commiss ion o n 18 S e p t e m b e r 2012; a n d (ii) address issues of 
concerns re la ted to Leprosy a n d suggest a p p r o p r i a t e strategies to 
d e a l with t h e m . 

2. The C o n f e r e n c e was inaugurated by Just ice Shri K. G . 
Balakrishnan, Cha i rper son , Nat ional H u m a n Rights Commiss ion . Before 
the inaugural address of Justice Shri Balakr ishnan, Shri Bhanu P ratap 
Sharma, Secretary, Ministry of Health a n d Family Wel fare, G o v e r n m e n t 
of India g a v e a brief a c c o u n t of the steps taken by the G o v e r n m e n t in 
conta in ing the p r o b l e m of leprosy in the country. 

3. The C o n f e r e n c e de l ibe ra ted u p o n three major themes in three 
plenary sessions. These plenary sessions were as follows: 

Session-I: Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy: Follow up on Earlier 
Suggestions/Recommendations of NHRC on Leprosy 

Chair: Shri S. C. Sinha. Member, NHRC 

4. In this session, six presentations w e r e m a d e by State 
representatives of Government s of Gujarat , K a r n a t a k a , M a d h y a 
Pradesh, O d i s h a , Tamil N a d u a n d West Benga l . 

Session-II: Leprosy: Existing Status, Future Outlook and Challenges 

Chair: Justice Shri Cyriac Joseph, Member, NHRC 

5. The session f o c u s e d o n "Trends, Current Status, Future Out look 
a n d Initiatives of G o l " a n d "Discriminatory Laws: N e e d for 
A m e n d m e n t " . The resource persons w h o spoke o n "Trends, Current 
Status, Future Out look a n d Initiatives of G o l " we re Dr. C . M . A g g a r w a l , 
Deputy Director G e n e r a l , Leprosy, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 
G o l , N e w Delhi, Dr. D h a r m e n d r a Kumar, Director, Pandi t D e e n d a y a l 
U p a d h y a y a Institute of Physically H a n d i c a p p e d , N e w Delhi a n d Shri S. S. 
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G u p t a , Deputy Secretary, Depar tment of E m p o w e r m e n t of Persons with 
Disabilities, Ministry of Socia l Just ice & Empowerment , G o l , N e w Delhi. 
Shri O . Venkateswar lu , Deputy Legal A d v i s e r , D e p a r t m e n t of Legal 
Affairs, Ministry of Law a n d Just ice, G o l , N e w Delhi spoke on 
"Discriminatory L a w s : N e e d for A m e n d m e n t " . 

Session - III: Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy: issues of Concern 
on Field Experiences 

Chair: Justice Shri D. Murugesan, Member, NHRC 

6. The session f o c u s e d on three important topics - (i) " Important 
M e d i c a l Facts a b o u t Leprosy", (ii) "Issues of Discrimination C o n c e r n i n g 
Leprosy A f f e c t e d Persons a n d Their Families Relat ing to Educat ion , 
F o o d , Employment , Housing, Health a n d Sani tat ion" a n d (iii) "Other 
Concerns Relat ing to E c o n o m i c , Social a n d Cultural Rights Impact ing 
o n Leprosy A f f e c t e d Persons". 

7. The " Important M e d i c a l Facts a b o u t Leprosy" was addres sed by 
Dr. Sau rabh Ja in , Nat iona l Professional Off icer, Leprosy a n d N e g l e c t e d 
Tropical Diseases, Wor ld Heal th Organizat ion, N e w Delhi . "Issues of 
Discrimination C o n c e r n i n g Leprosy A f f e c t e d Persons a n d Their Families 
Relating to E d u c a t i o n , F o o d , Employment , Housing, Heal th a n d 
Sanitat ion" was d e a l t b y Dr. P. K. G o p a l , President, IDEA INDIA, Erode, 
Tamil N a d u . Dr. Sunil A n a n d , Director, The Leprosy Mission Trust India, 
N e w Delhi s p o k e o n " O t h e r Concerns Relat ing to E c o n o m i c , Soc ia l a n d 
Cultural Rights Impact ing o n Leprosy A f f e c t e d Persons". 

MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

8. Based o n the del iberat ions held in the three p lenary sessions, the 
fol lowing r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s were m a d e in the Nat iona l C o n f e r e n c e :  

1. There is n e e d for vigorous dissemination of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
of the C o n f e r e n c e organ ized by NHRC earl ier o n the issue of 
leprosy o n 18 S e p t e m b e r 2012 for p roper imp lementat ion by 
al l c o n c e r n e d authorities. SHRCs invo lvement in 
imp lementat ion of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of 2012 C o n f e r e n c e a n d 
present C o n f e r e n c e is a must, then only implementat ion is 
poss ible. 
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2. The d e t a i l e d recommendat ions m a d e by the C o m m i t t e e on 
Petitions of Rajya S a b h a in its 131 s t Report should b e fo l lowed 
up for implementat ion . The A c t i o n Taken Report of the 
Government(s) c o v e r e d in the 138 t h Report of the C o m m i t t e e 
of Petit ion ind icates that a large number of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
h a v e still not b e e n c o m p l e t e l y i m p l e m e n t e d . H e n c e , there is 
n e e d to take up these r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s for log ical 
conc lus ion especia l ly those relating to socia l a n d e c o n o m i c 
discr imination of leprosy a f f e c t e d persons a n d their families. 

3. There is n e e d to suitably address the issue of disability 
cert i f icate to leprosy a f f e c t e d persons by evo lv ing a separate 
set of criteria e v e n w h e n they d o not fulfil the minimum 
disabil ity of 40 per c e n t . The Depar tment for Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities should revisit the guidel ines issued on 
the subject in 2001 a n d also ho ld spec ia l c a m p s for leprosy 
a f f e c t e d persons for distribution of disability cert i f icate to 
t h e m . 

4. There is n e e d to explore a sub q u o t a of reservations in jobs for 
leprosy a f f e c t e d persons. In a g g r e g a t e 5 per c e n t reservation 
m a y b e p r o v i d e d for in the p e n d i n g Bill for Persons with 
Disabilities. 

5. In order to e m p o w e r chi ldren of leprosy a f f e c t e d persons, 
there is n e e d to prov ide free schoo l e d u c a t i o n a n d free higher 
e d u c a t i o n to t h e m . The chi ldren of leprosy a f f e c t e d parents 
n e e d utmost he lp for their proper e d u c a t i o n . If the s e c o n d 
g e n e r a t i o n is upl i fted through e d u c a t i o n a n d employment , 
the pover ty c i rc le of the family w o u l d b e broken a n d their 
qual i ty of life will improve. 

6. The Ministry of Socia l Just ice & E m p o w e r m e n t h a v e 
e d u c a t i o n a l p romot ion s c h e m e for persons with disabilities. 
These s c h e m e s n e e d to b e e x t e n d e d to chi ldren of persons 
a f f e c t e d with disabilities in v iew of the st igma a n d 
discr imination they f a c e . 

7. C e n t r e a n d State Governments should elicit the support of the 
c o r p o r a t e sector in a d o p t i n g leper co lon ies for rehabil i tation 
a n d e m p o w e r m e n t of the leprosy a f f e c t e d persons a n d their 
families under their c o r p o r a t e soc ia l responsibility. 
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